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UNCOVEROR EXCLUSIVE: MONTREAL EXPOS GOING TO LAS VEGAS

by Ben Radstein, staff reporter

The Montreal Expos were almost dissolved after the 2001 season. If it weren't for the objections of the players union, they and the Minnesota Twins would no longer exist. Instead, the Commissioner's office agreed to relocate the Expos. After much delay, and playing a limited [image: image8.jpg]


number of games in San Juan, Puerto Rico, a decision has been reached. In 2005, the Expos will become The Las Vegas Gamblers. This information comes to The Uncoveror from a high-level insider at Commissioner Bud Selig's office.

Major League Baseball is coming to Sin City. This is bad news for many who don't want gambling anywhere near the game, and people in Washington D.C., San Juan, and Portland, Oregon who had also hoped to land the franchise.

Critics are bound to be up in arms over this development, but they haven't heard anything yet. Current manager Frank Robinson is out of a job. The manager of the Las Vegas Gamblers will be none other than Pete Rose; he will be reinstated at the end of the season to make this possible.
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"Looking back," said my source, "this was inevitable. Baseball is a competition, and it is only natural for people to want to wager on it. If you can't beat them, join them." He went on to say that players and managers will still be barred from betting, just as jockeys may not wager on horse racing, but fans will have pari-mutuel wagering right in the ballpark at soon to be constructed Caesar's Palace Field.

"A combination ballpark/casino is a natural development, and all in the spirit of competition. Caesar's Palace Field will have slot machines, roulette, keno, poker, blackjack and all the gaming choices Caesar's Palace patrons have come to expect. Instead of costumed mascots, The Gamblers will have showgirls to lead the fans in rooting for the home team. I just can't wait for next season. This is going to be big."

This may cross the line between reporting and editorializing, but I thought Baseball had gone too far when Crunch 'n Munch replaced Cracker Jack at Yankee Stadium.  This is beyond the pale!

PRESIDENT BUSH PICKS HIS FATHER TO REPLACE GEORGE TENET

President Bush wasted no time today announcing a replacement for the outgoing CIA Director, George Tenet. His father, George H.W. Bush, will again fill the position he held from January 30, 1976 to January 20, 1977.
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"My Daddy was the bestest CIA boss ever!" said the President, "So why should anyone but him replace that guy Clinton appointed. Putting him in charge was almost as dumb as when the idiot Jimmy Carter fired my daddy." Bush the younger went on to say that Tenet, who he continually referred to as "that guy", had never figured out where Saddam had hidden the WMDs and always took too many of the White House's donuts.

"That guy would come over here talking about El Kabong and something about airplanes, but never about Saddam or Iraq unless Dick Cheney, Don Rumsfeld or I asked. Not only that, but by the time that guy was gone, the only donuts left were the yucky cake ones with no icing or sprinkles! Why one time there was even a pretzel in my box of donuts. I hate those things! My daddy would never take all the good donuts. Mom has him on that one diet where all you eat is bacon and eggs."

When he previously held the job of CIA director under President Gerald Ford, Bush the elder was not well received. After all, he had been involved in Watergate. Several senators including Gary Hart opposed his nomination. Columnist George Will called him "The wrong kind of guy at the wrong place at the worst possible time". How he will be received this time remains to be seen.

BIG ROUND BLIMPS: BIG BROTHER'S NEWEST WAY TO WATCH

by Naven Jones, freelance investigative journalist

Do you ever get the feeling that you are being watched, but cannot figure out where it is coming from? Perhaps you should look to the skies. A new spy technology, or should I say a very old one being made new again, is on the [image: image5.jpg]


horizon: Surveillance blimps.

Spy satellites are way up in space, cost millions, and cannot quickly or easily be moved to new targets. Spy planes move very fast, so they can easily get blurred images, or miss what they are looking for entirely. Airships would fill the gap between these technologies. They are much cheaper, don't have to be launched into space, and can move slowly enough to take good pictures. Unlike the traditionally oblong Goodyear Blimp, and others like it, some of the new ones being proposed and demonstrated are spherical, like this one made by Techsphere Systems International in Atlanta. With this new shape, they can turn around in a perfect circle, and do other unusual maneuvers.

I spoke to aerospace engineer Dr. Kim Chung Wan about the idea, and he had much to say. "Airships would be a great way for the military or the Department of Homeland Security to perform surveillance. They could easily drift way above the range of small arms fire, and even use the clouds as camouflage. In the past, blimps and dirigibles have been vulnerable in the weather, but several are in the works that could go above it, even to the edge of space, and be safe. With solar panels for power, they could stay aloft for months." He went on to point out that they would also be completely invisible at night, and could see clear over the horizon.

The government would have us believe that only terrorists would be the targets of these eyes in the sky, but they will use that excuse to justify anything. These things could make Orwell's 1984 a reality; they would to be able to watch any one any time. They could look down upon us all, and who watches the watchers? They could even be mounted with weapons to strike people [image: image6.jpg]


down like Zeus throwing a lightning bolt! 

Just how serious is the government about developing these technologies? So much so that the U.S. Navy is spending four million dollars with a company called STI. The U.S. Missile Defense Agency has a forty million dollar contract with Lockheed Martin.

Another proposal that has been "floated" is that blimps could replace unsightly cellular phone towers (as if big balloons always looming overhead wouldn't be unsightly) and allow them to connect to each other over longer distances. They could also be used to clandestinely listen in on our wireless conversations, or steal information from wireless computer networks. Every time the government says that they have new tools to combat terrorism, or big business says that they have new gadgets to make our lives easier:  Beware, every silver lining has a cloud.

WMD FOUND IN WASHINGTON: CHENEY DROPS F-BOMB

By Colleen Smith, Staff reporter

There was a terrorist attack in Washington this week when Vice President Dick Cheney dropped an F-bomb in Senate chambers. Many of our 100 Senators are now being treated for burned ears. [image: image7.jpg]


The target of his attack was Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy, a Democrat who had asked him questions about Halliburton profiteering from the war in Iraq. Although the use of such language is forbidden by Senate rules, they do not apply to Cheney. He is special. 

It was especially ironic that on the same day, the senate had just passed the "Defense of Decency Act" by a vote of 99 to 1. This piece of legislation would keep the media from using the F-bomb, and many other words deemed dangerous.

When asked if he felt insulted by the use of a verbal explosive device in Senate chambers, Leahy said "I was here before Mr. Cheney and I'll probably be here after he leaves. I'm more interested in how Vermonters feel about me." Sticks and stones it seems.

I also sought out comments from Cheney, but nothing he said is fit to print. The Uncoveror would violate the new decency law, and FCC regulations by publishing what he said. 

Many have speculated about why Cheney would resort to such behavior. Theories include that perhaps he is still getting kickbacks from Halliburton, the company he ran until becoming Vice President. Maybe he, or one of his immediate surrogates outed Valerie Plame, the CIA agent married to former Ambassador Joseph Wilson, and he fears that this is about to be exposed. Perhaps the idea that on January 20, 2005, he could lose his power, which is closer to his heart than his pacemaker. No matter what the reason, resorting to use of the F-bomb is certainly an escalation in the war of words on Capitol Hill, and a sign of desperation.

INDIANA LICENSE PLATES MISTAKEN FOR FAKES

by Ben Radstein, staff reporter

Indiana motorists have been stopped by police scores of times when traveling in other states. Are people from Indiana speeding, weaving in traffic and committing other moving violations more often than drivers from other states? Does the rest of the country have it in for Hoosiers? No. Indiana's newest license plates are made of plastic, and all other states are still using metal. [image: image2.jpg]AWM



Hoosiers are routinely accused of trying to pass off novelty plates as the genuine article.

"I took a trip to Alabama to play golf on the Robert Trent Jones Golf Trail," said John Pike, "and was stopped no less than three times. I thought Deputy Buford who stopped me just outside of Birmingham was going to beat me or something." Pike explained that Buford's first words were, "You ain't foolin' no one with that toy license plate, boy!" He was certain that there was no state issuing plastic ones, and he thought the bar code at the bottom especially made it look "store-bought". Pike was eventually able to convince the sheriff's deputy to check the plate number, instead of hauling him to the county courthouse, and impounding his 2003 Honda Odyssey. He was then free to go. Indiana residents traveling in Iowa, Michigan, Kansas, Pennsylvania and many other places tell similar stories.

Hank Kuhn of South Bend was visiting relatives in Philadelphia when a Pennsylvania state trooper stopped him. "I was sure that he was joking, you know, just having a little fun with the tourists, when he said I had a fake license plate, so I joked back. I asked him if Pennsylvania is still called The Keystone State, he said yes. I then said, and you are a Pennsylvania State Policeman, right? he said yes. Then I said, so I guess that makes you a keystone cop? It turned out he hadn't been joking, and didn't find that funny at all. He arrested me, and took me to his precinct, only to be informed that my plate was genuine. They let me go with only a warning that my keystone cop joke was not funny."

This is not the first controversy over Indiana's new plate design. They had a contest to design the state's new plate, and the winning entry had the words, "Back Home Again", the opening line [image: image3.jpg]" lNDIANA Qm
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from the state song, instead of the web address. Hoosiers were angry when a bureaucrat changed it without even asking the people who voted to choose the new design. Across the state, the plate is reviled. Many are purchasing stickers to put the motto back where they feel it belongs, but nothing they do can turn the fake-looking plastic into genuine-looking metal.
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