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SUV OWNERS SUPPORT WAR WITH IRAQ

The Center for the Institute of Studies recently polled SUV owners about their attitude toward war with Iraq. By a 60/40 margin, they support it. The margin goes even higher to 80/20 when small SUVs are eliminated from the survey, and only the larger and luxury models such as Hummer, Ford Excursion, Lincoln Navigator, GMC Suburban and Chevy Trailblazer are considered.

[image: image7.jpg]



The Uncoveror spoke to owners of these vehicles to ask them why they are so gung-ho. "I just can't wait until we can gas up the Escalade for 75 cents a gallon!" said Susan Wellington, a member of Promontory Plaines Country Club. "The price of gas is way too high right now, but it won't be once we've taken hold of the Iraqi oil fields." "Well put!" her husband William interjected. "It is getting so pricey to drive little Hunter and Tiffany to their soccer games, but President Bush and Prime Minister Blair will change all that."

Our reporter then asked William what taking away Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass destruction has to do with the price of gas, and he laughed. "It is good to know that the little people still believe the three big lies. If they were smart enough to understand what is really going on, we might let them in on the truth, but they don't. It's all about cheap gas. Weapons of mass destruction are a ruse. Yes, they have some that we sold them when they were fighting Iran, but nothing like we have. They are no threat to us. The PR campaign that has you believing we will disarm Saddam, bring liberty and democracy to the Iraqi people, and end Iraq's support of terrorism is a laugh! We are going to bomb Baghdad back into the stone age, set up a friendly puppet government, and take the oil. Almost all of the dead will be foreigners, not Americans, and who cares about foreigners? No one I know. The best thing is that it will make the US economy soar again. There will be no more talk of recession, and no more talk of not re-electing George W. Bush. I will be able to get that new Hummer to run around in on the weekend! We are taking that oil, and if Russia, France and Germany want a piece of the pie, they will have to join in. We know damn well they don't really agree with the hippies, they just don't want us to have all the oil"
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We also spoke to economist, J. Allen Smedley about these issues. He told us, "Oil is the single commodity that drives the entire economy. When the price of oil is up, the price of all products is up. Everything that is sold has to be shipped on trucks, and they don't burn water. If diesel fuel is selling for nearly a dollar sixty per gallon, that is passed on in the price of goods. As a result, the economy stagnates. If oil is cheap, goods are cheap, and everyone profits. Everything relies upon the price of oil. When young women and men are sent overseas to fight and die, they are fighting to save the economy. The working class should be thankful for this opportunity, as their own jobs are what they are fighting for."
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We also asked him about SUVs. "Yes, they are a driving force, so to speak" he told us. "They get terrible mileage, but consumers love them. Detroit and the imports have convinced the public that they are safe in these land barges, but sitting ducks in small cars. Few pay attention to the fact that they roll over so easily, and are actually dangerous. Keep up with the Joneses suburbanism is also a huge driving force in the markets. If the Joneses just bought a Ford Expedition, the Smiths need one too, or even better, why not one up them with an Excursion or a Suburban?"

These conversations have led The Uncoveror to a startling conclusion. It is all about the oil. The White House has vehemently denied this. For example, White House Spokesperson Ari Fleischer said, "If this were about Iraq's oil, we would have simply lifted the sanctions and allowed Iraq to pump oil again." At the surface, this comment seems sincere, but he's not telling the whole truth. If sanctions were gone and Iraqi oil flowed freely, Russia's Lukoil, and companies in France, Germany, China Jordan and Egypt would profit, as they have contracts with the current regime. American companies like Exxon Mobil and Shell have no ties to them, nor does British Petroleum (BP). This is exactly why the US and Britain will "hold the oil fields for the Iraqi People", rather than risk letting Saddam's army destroy them. The contracts with Hussein's regime will be null and void once he is toppled, and the new Iraqi government is set up. The new government will ink sweetheart deals with American oil companies and BP to pump what may be the world's largest untapped source of petroleum, the Iraqi desert.

The Bush administration and their supporters have made oil their entire foreign and domestic agenda. They have decided that nothing else matters, and are convinced that by seizing the oil and letting it flow freely, they will create a new boom economy. They think that since we are the most powerful nation on earth we can do whatever we want, and the rest of the world be damned. They have not considered that this nineteenth century style imperialism will make the world hate the US and Britain, and make terrorism a daily reality right here at home. If we become the Roman Empire, the rest of the world will become the Visigoths. Is gassing up our SUVs dirt cheap really worth that?

2003 IS ANOTHER Y2K FOR SURVIVAL GEAR SALES

On February 7, 2003, The Office of Homeland Security placed the United States on Orange Alert. People were terrified and confused; some on the verge of panic, but Homeland Security Chief Tom Ridge told Americans what to do. 

To prepare for possible chemical and biological attacks, prepare a safe room. To do this, you need a stock of bottled water and non-perishable food, plastic sheeting and duct tape. Once the alarm is sounded, take your whole family into the safe room with the food and water, then seal all the doors and windows with plastic sheeting and duct tape. You will probably have enough oxygen to last until the all clear signal. The toxic gasses should creep along the ground, so make your safe room upstairs if you don't live in a ranch house. Since this advice was given, people have bought up all the duct tape available, and nearly all other survival gear as well. Duct tape factories are kicking their production into high gear to meet the newfound demand. For them, the recession is over.

In Winsted, Connecticut, a man named Paul West has wrapped his entire house in plastic. "I just have all this energy from tension and anxiety and I don't know what to do with it," West said. "Basically, I'm doing what the government says we should do." One can only wonder if the government told him to jump off a bridge, would he do that, too?

At hardware stores and survivalist supply shops like The Survival Shack in Horse Branch, Arkansas, the shelves have been picked clean. We spoke to Clem Riley, an employee of The Survival Shack. "Hooey! we're making so much money. When Y2K came and went and nothing ever did happen, we thought we were going to have to close. Only the nutbars with cabins up in the woods were buying our stuff. That started to change after 9/11, but everything really took off thanks to Tom Ridge. It's bigger than 1999. We're going to be rich!" We also spoke to the store's owner, Ray Brantley. "I am working real hard to keep up with demand, but it's worth it. Tin foil is really flying off the shelves. People are also asking about digging wells and collecting rain water in barrels. We are selling gas masks, we are selling oxygen tanks, cans of Spam, water testing kits, water jugs, guns, ammo, the whole nine yards. I am thinking about turning The Survival Shack into a chain. This war on terror could last for years, and opportunity knocks on your door only once. I don't want someone else to get there first. I expect the next to must have items two be sand bags and magnets, so I have ordered thousands of each. Magnets repel nucular (sic) radiation, you know. I read it on the internet."
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Even though the threat of a so-called dirty bomb turned out to be a fake, the alert level remains at orange. The men we at The Survival Shack don't have a problem with that. Brantley told us, "I can barely imagine how much business will take off if they declare red alert.

AL QAEDA PLOT TO STOP FLOW OF RIVER UNCOVERED

Coal is a key part of the United States' energy supply, as so many of the power plants that provide our electricity burn it. The consequences could be dire if the transportation of coal from the mines to power plants was halted. Barges on the Ohio River, and other estuaries are the quickest and most efficient way coal is conveyed. 
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A recently captured Al Qaeda detainee claims that Osama Bin Laden has developed a plan to stop the flow of the Ohio River and halt the barges in their tracks.

We acquired a partial transcript of his interrogation from the AP news wire. He said that his terrorist cohorts would "fill your Ohio River with jello, and congeal the waters. Your barges will be held in place. Your power plants will have no coal, and your cities will grow dark and cold."

The Uncoveror has learned that for many months now, consumers have complained that stores all over the country have been running low on the popular dessert product. The name brands, and the house brands are both in short supply. Considering this information, the detainee's story may not be just an idle threat.

We contacted Doctor Richard Payne of Brandine University, and asked him how much jello it would take to congeal the Ohio River. He laughed at this question for several minutes, and did not answer. When it was pointed out to him by our managing editor that an Al Qaeda prisoner had revealed a plot to do just this, stopping barge traffic and crippling coal-burning power plants, he told us he would have to crunch some numbers. He called us back an hour later, and said that it would take "lots and lots”. In the mean time, he suggested that all Americans take steps to prevent this from happening. "If we all get out to the stores, and buy all the jello they have, the terrorists will never be able to get enough to stop up the river. Don't buy just the name brands, also buy the house brands, unflavored gelatin, fruit pectin, all of it." He insisted that this is one time we can all make a difference, and personally contribute to homeland security. He then told us he was going to buy some jello, and hung up. We will keep you posted as this story develops. You read it here first.

MAN VS. MACHINE CHESS IS A HOAX
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It made news worldwide in May of 1997 when chess master Garry Kasparov was defeated by an IBM built computer called Deep Blue. It was news again this year as he took on another machine called Deep Junior. This six game match ended in a 3-3 

draw on February 7. 

Something shocking has come to our attention that even Kasparov does not know. The recent matches were a hoax, and so were the ones with Deep Blue in ‘97. He was really playing against another man, not a machine.

When Garry Kasparov lost to Deep Blue, he cried foul. He claimed that the contest was a sham. Human players, not the computer, were making key moves. The Grand Master could never prove his allegations, but he was right to suspect something, especially since Deep Blue was promptly disassembled after the match. Bobby Fischer was the one who had really beaten him, and the machine was only a prop. This time around, his real opponent was Boris Spassky.

Why would such a hoax be perpetuated? One reason is that other chess masters are extremely jealous of Kasparov, and want to embarrass him. Another is that computer companies such as IBM, Microsoft, and smaller players in the industry hope  to obtain government grants and private funding for research and development. Most of all, they want to land lucrative military contracts. Since chess requires complex strategy, much like an actual war, they are betting that the game will be a perfect way to draw the attention of the military-industrial complex.

We spoke with an avid chess player and computer enthusiast, who told us everything on the condition of anonymity. "Kasparov is such an arrogant man," said our source, "he loves to intimidate his opponents by leering at them across the board. So many of us were dying to show him up. When IBM approached us about the Deep Blue hoax, we loved the idea, and agreed to help. The hardest part was getting Bobby Fischer on board. He is a recluse, and his mental state is way beyond simple eccentricity. We repeatedly pointed out that Kasparov had beaten many records he had set, and this was his chance to defeat Kasparov without having to face the public, or answer questions, especially those the US Authorities would have for him. Amir Ban and Shay Bushinsky, the men behind Deep Junior, are hoping to become giants in computer research. Both are brilliant men, but few outside the inner circles have even heard of them. They want to change that. This time, the chess players approached the computer experts. [image: image6.jpg]


Although Deep Junior  has beaten chess masters like Vladimir Kramnic, we were able to convince them that its programming was not quite right for Kasparov's playing style. We came to an agreement: The computer people get their publicity, and we in the chess community get another chance to jerk Garry Kasparov's chain. We got Boris Spassky to do the actual chess playing because we think his style will throw off Kasparov, and he can win. Besides, Boris has an off the wall sense of humor. He was amused by the way Kasparov lost his cool in 1997, and would love to see him really go off. If he were to start swearing, or kick over the chessboard, that would give us all a big laugh! This plan can work even if Kasparov wins, as long as he does not sweep it." You read it here first.
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