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PRODUCERS OF TELETUBBIES SUE KENTUCKY FOR INFRINGEMENT

Ragdoll Ltd., the producers of Teletubbies, are suing the Commonwealth of Kentucky. They claim that the state's new license plates are a [image: image7.jpg]


derivative work based upon the popular children's show, and they did not authorize it. They are seeking unspecified damages.

Nigel Weems, a spokesman for Andrew Davenport, the co-creator and sole writer of Teletubbies told us, "This is just not right. This license plate presents a kind-hearted, friendly, and welcoming image, just like the land of Tinky Winky, Dipsy, Laa Laa, and Po. Teletubbyland [image: image2.jpg]


is a wondrous and welcoming place for children, and for anyone in fact. Kentucky is nothing of the sort. I was in Kentucky once, and the people there were absolutely cruel. They told me I "talk funny." Well, really! I am English; they are the ones who speak English improperly. They told me I dressed funny and called me names like 'pantywaist' and 'sissy boy.' One man named Bubba Ray even asked me why the British are all a bunch of faeries. To be blunt, I never met a bigger bunch of uncouth yahoos, and rude ignoramuses than in Kentucky. When I told Mr. Davenport what they were up to, and related my experiences to him, he was greatly saddened."

We also spoke to a clerk at Kentucky Governor Paul Patton's office. We were told, "No one is going to prove that our new plate is based on that Teletubbies show. Our design consultants come up with that all themselves. That's our story, and we're sticking to it. This is all off the record, right?" Our reporter told her that we could make no such promise, as we were seeking comments for a news story, and she replied, "Well you're just a bunch of snakes, ain't ya? Just like the reporters who made a big deal out of the Tina Conner thing!" She then hung up, and we have not been able to get any further official comments. 

This is not the first time Kentucky has been accused of infringement. When the US signed a treaty agreeing to honor international copyrights, a German artist pointed out that an image of a mare and foal that the Commonwealth had used [image: image1.jpg]'m@m'-
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on license plates, and at the Kentucky Horse Park was his, and he did not approve of their use of it. In a related controversy, Kentucky used the phrase, "A Little Bit of Heaven" to promote tourism, which ran afoul of West Virginia, whose trademark is, "Almost Heaven."

TOTAL INFORMATION AWARENESS IS "THE BEAST"

You may have heard the urban legend of a computer called, "The Beast." It has been circulating since 1973. The story was based on a novel by Joe Musser entitled, Behold The Pale Horse. Many misunderstood that the story of a massive computer was fiction, and have spread it as fact. The machine was purportedly self-programming, located in Brussels, Belgium, three stories high, and took up the area of a city block. It knew everything about everyone, and would track us using tattoos invisible to the human eye, but seen by electronic scanners. These were the "Mark of the Beast." This legend has frightened and upset countless people worldwide. It is now much closer to being reality.

All throughout the '70's, '80's, and '90's people who understand computers and technology have tried to explain to the technically illiterate and technophobic that the idea is absurd. The technology to build a computer, or even a network of computers, capable of tracking such a massive database did not exist, and was not even on the horizon. It simply was not feasible. No matter how much the story was debunked, it wouldn't go away.

This urban legend has inspired rogues within the US government to make it a reality, the Total Information Awareness database. It will be part [image: image3.jpg]



of the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), which is headed up by Rear Admiral John Poindexter. He was the man behind the Iran-Contra scandal, who sold weapons to Iran, a terrorism sponsoring state, and sent the money to the Contras: Nicaraguan terrorists trying to violently overthrow that nation's government. This man, a convicted felon whose convictions were overturned only on the technicality that he had been promised immunity, not because he was innocent, is supposed to protect us from terrorism! You may be surprised to read the Contras characterized as terrorists. At the time, Poindexter, Oliver North, Ronald Reagan, et al claimed the Contras were "freedom fighters." They also called Osama Bin Laden a "freedom fighter" when his Mujahadeen forces fought the Soviets in Afghanistan. Consider how he turned out.

The Homeland Security Act and the USA Patriot Act allegedly authorized this system. Some readings of these laws by experts suggest no such thing has been authorized, yet the Bush administration is going full speed ahead, and many are justifiably afraid.

We have learned that Agents of DARPA are casually referring to network of computers that will handle this massive database as "The Beast." They apparently think they are funny. The Uncoveror is not amused. 

EDITORIAL: WHO IS THE PUBLIC DOMAIN? ALL OF US.

The US Supreme Court, in a 7-2 decision, just upheld the Sonny Bono Copyright Term Extension Act, an act posthumously named after the late congressman who had favored making copyrights last forever. That is supposed to be unconstitutional, as it says in Section 8, clause 8 of the US Constitution: “To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.” Over the years, this “limited time” has been extended again and again, eleven times in forty years to be precise, at the behest of the entertainment industry. The obvious goal of these extensions is perpetual copyright. When the High Court agreed to hear the challenge brought by Eric Eldred, publisher of an online library of Public Domain works, I had high hopes. I struggle now to find words 

adequate to express my disappointment.

Except for Justices Breyer and Stevens, the Supreme Court has sold out. They have given their Nihil Obstat to perpetual copyright, and ignored the Constitution, no matter what they say in Justice Ginsburg’s majority opinion. We can expect another Copyright Term Extension Act every twenty years. Citing this precedent, the Supreme Court will do nothing about it. So much for the progress of science and the useful arts, which have been stifled by outrageously long copyright terms just so that Michael Eisner does not have to share Mickey Mouse, a character he did not create, with the rest of us. I guess I should have expected as much from the Supreme Court who decided to throw out the results of the 2000 election, and coronate Bush.

Soon, no one but historians will know what the public domain even was. We are all the public domain, and have all been robbed. An idea, once expressed, belongs to us, and is only on loan to copyright holders. Now, the loan can last forever. Copyrights frequently do not even go to the artists, scientists, and inventors who do the actual creating, but to parasites who exploit them. From now on, as the public domain, we should all engage in "piracy" as a form of civil disobedience, and take back what rightfully belongs to us. To hell with unjust laws that the corporations bribed Congress into passing, and seven of nine Supreme Court Justices into upholding. We, the public domain, must declare them null and void, and ignore them.

Imagine that the perpetual copyrights the corporations have created always existed. The King James Version of the Bible would be copyrighted. To print copies of it, you would need permission from the British Crown, or at least the Church of England, and would also have to pay them royalties. The KJV is so widely published because it is in the public domain, and anyone who wishes to may make copies of it. Now, nothing created after 1923 may ever belong to us all in this manner again.

It seems that Government of the people by the people and for the people has perished from the earth. We are left with government of the people by the corporations and for the corporations. I challenge Congress or the Supreme Court to prove me wrong.

BUSH'S NATIONAL ID PLAN IS "THE MARK OF THE BEAST"

In the wake of 9/11, some in Washington proposed a national ID plan. It would basically amount to US citizens and legal aliens having to carry a passport within their own country. The plan was not received well in Congress, and was left out of the USA Patriot act. President Bush has decided to revive the controversial plan with a shocking twist. Instead of issuing cards that we must carry at all times, each US citizen and legal alien will have a bar code of his or her unique national ID number tattooed on their right forearm, and forehead that can be electronically scanned. We learned this when speaking to a White House spokesman, hoping to learn more about Total Information Awareness. He refused to give us his name. 

"This new plan," he told us, "Is a necessary part of Homeland Security. We will be able to determine who is who at all times, and it will stop the terrorists cold. The police, or anyone else who needs to know, will be able to scan someone's bar code, and instantly know who they are, if they are wanted, if they are citizens, or here on visas, and other important information. Anyone who does not have the tattoos will be apprehended without hesitation. This information will be stored and tracked in the Total Information Awareness database, which will run on a vast network of computers which we will call 'The Beast.' It will know everything about everyone, so no terrorist or criminal will be able to escape us." We pointed out that this sounded a lot like the urban legend of The Beast of Belgium, and he confirmed that it indeed was the inspiration for Total Information Awareness. We asked him why Bush does not want to just issue cards, he told us, "That was the original plan, but Vice President Cheney said that would not be adequate. He first suggested implanting microchips under the skin, but it was decided that tattoos would be less costly, and no one will be able to say they left their tattoos in their other pants.
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The Total Information Awareness plan has terrified just about everyone who knows about it. DARPA has changed its menacing logo from the one pictured above, to the one below, 
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but the plan remains the same. Each purchase you make with a credit card, any magazine subscription you buy or drug prescription you fill, every Web site you visit and e-mail you send or receive, every grade you receive in school, every bank deposit or withdrawal, every trip you book and every event you attend: all these transactions and communications will go into a grand centralized database. No commerce of any kind will go unnoticed. 

The White House spokesman went on to tell The Uncoveror. "The tattooed bar codes are really an integral part of the plan. Some malcontents and terrorist sympathizers may think they can escape notice by paying cash, or using someone else's credit card, but that will be foiled when their bar code is scanned. If someone buys Ammonium Nitrate, We will know they are making a bomb, and we will get them." The Uncoveror pointed out that Ammonium Nitrate is a fertilizer, and farmers have a legitimate reason to purchase it. He became agitated, and said, "Just like The President said, you are either with us, or with the terrorists. We aren't going to tolerate dissent from the media, Hollywood, liberals, or anyone else. To keep the ACLU, and such troublemakers at bay, President Bush will issue executive orders creating an obedience and compliance Czar, and loyalty oaths. We will ferret out fifth columnists."

We asked him what should we tell people afraid that this information could be abused, and he told us, "You can trust us, we are the government. There is no reason for a patriotic, law abiding American to ever distrust or question the government. We know better than you, and are quite capable of keeping track of the T.I.A. database. It is time for all Americans to accept that they must follow their leaders. Only then will we be able to win the war on terror. Once the system is online, no one will slip past us. Someone buys a copy of the Koran, and we will know they are Muslim terrorists. No one will be able to buy, sell or trade without having his or her tattoo scanned. The terrorists and [image: image5.jpg]


criminals will quickly be in custody. Now before you start in with the Fourth Amendment, I'll recite it to you: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. That amendment was written before September eleventh. We will decide what is reasonable. Search warrants are an eighteenth century anachronism that we have scrapped, and it's about damn time!" He then hung up on our reporter. We have not been able to get anyone to comment further.
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