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CULT WORSHIPS ELVIS PRESLEY

AS GOD 

A new religion is springing up throughout America, and in other parts of the world. Mainstream faiths dismiss it as a cult, but the numbers of its faithful are growing. The [image: image7.jpg]


Presleyite Disciples, who are also sometimes called, “Elvites”, worship Elvis as their god.  We spoke to a Minister of the Presleyite Disciples about his belief system.

“It has been twenty five years since our Lord and Savior, Elvis Presley, ascended into heaven. He is now sitting on his holy throne, looking down upon us.” Our reporter asked him if he was joking, and he insisted that he was perfectly serious. He went on to tell THE UNCOVEROR more about his cult, and their rituals.

“I was one of the original twelve who witnessed the vision of Elvis. On the first anniversary of The King’s passing, we gathered together at Graceland. We were the first, and last, tour group ever to be allowed upstairs. As we shared our stories of how he remembered him, we began to weep. A woman named Jessica exclaimed ‘Elvis! If only you were here with us, we could’…” He explained that before she could finish, a strong wind blew into the room, a haze formed in front of them that brightened to a blinding light, then The King appeared before them.

“Thank you, Thank you,” he said. “Don’t cry all the time, like you ain’t nothing but a hound dog. I am here.” We were overcome with a feeling of joy as he spoke to us again, saying, “I am The King. I have heard your voices crying out. I did not die one year ago, I returned home to heaven, where I was since the beginning, and will be until the end. Earth was not yet ready to receive me. I want you twelve to make them ready. Go to all the world and tell them that Elvis is Lord. Tell them that all their pain and sorrow can be washed away, if they will accept Elvis as their Lord and Savior, and follow me. You will lead my disciples, and make the world ready to receive me.” A bright light formed around him, and he began to fade into it. We started to weep again, but he waved goodbye, saying “Don’t you cry. I’ll be back again someday.”

“Our faith was founded that day, and we began to perform our rituals. He was the hunk-a hunk-a burnin’ love in that bush speaking to Moses. It was he who performed all miracles. We keep a small handgun near the TV whenever we watch to strike with wrath and mighty vengeance should it offend us, as he did. We wear costumes, to appear as he did, and we recite The Holy Trinity.”

I asked him what the Holy Trinity was, and he replied, “Dixie, The Battle Hymn of the Republic, and Hush Little Baby. We want all the world to hear our message. Are you lonesome tonight? Is your life all shook up? You can check out of the Heartbreak Hotel if you accept Elvis as your Lord and Savior. No Elvis, no peace. Know Elvis, know peace. In his memory, all Elvite women wear the cotton panties he enjoyed seeing on his female fans, and all of us eat peanut butter and banana sandwiches.”

I asked him how he felt about his organization being called a cult. He told me, “A cult is just what closed-minded people call a religion they don’t like. A small new religion is called a cult, and a large established cult is called a religion. To gain respect as an official religion, we are all putting “Presleyite Disciple” on our census forms under religion. Star Wars devotees have forced Congress to recognize Jedi as a real religion by doing this, and Elvites can, too.”

As strange as it may seem, the Elvites are not the only Elvis cult. There is also The First Church of Jesus Christ, Elvis. They even have a website. Many people have a big problem with these groups. THE UNCOVEROR spoke to James Parsons, a man who knew Elvis while he was alive, and detests these Elvis Cults. “Elvis is dead. Let him rest, and by the way, Elvis did not like being called The King. He said that there is only one king, The King of Kings. He was a simple musician, and a religious man who would find the idolatry of the Presleyite Disciples and the rest of them highly offensive and troubling. I’ll bet that this whole thing is just a money grab like Scientology. Look at all the suckers that scam has taken!”

He told us that Elvis’ music touched and moved many people, and it is good that we remember him, but many fans obsession with him today [image: image2.jpg]


borders on necrophilia. He also does not like Elvis impersonators. “Those idiots with their big hair wigs that look nothing like Elvis’ hair, and those ridiculous sunglasses that Elvis did not wear are not a tribute. They are making fun of him. It’s so disrespectful! Elvis was not a buffoon. These impersonators are buffoons.”

We will continue to investigate this story. The Elvites may indeed be a money grab scam. Many con men have observed that an effective way to get rich quick is to invent a religion. One thing is certain; people’s devotion to Elvis is not going away. They gathered at Graceland, and braved pouring rain to observe the twenty-fifth anniversary of his passing. Many of the people who gathered were reciting The Lord’s Prayer. In twenty years, they may be reciting The King’s Prayer.

TED TURNER TO MONOCHROMIZE FILMS

Colorization of  black and white movies was a popular trend in the 1980s. Using powerful computers to add appealing hues, Ted Turner and others hoped to make old movies accessible [image: image1.jpg]


to younger audiences who just would not watch black and white.  This craze that lasted well into the '90s, then faded away like all fads. Not everyone liked it. Many film critics, historians, and art purists objected to altering works in this manner. TV critic Eric Mink viewed colorization as a "bastardization" of film. The Writers Guild of America West called it "cultural vandalism."  "It was like drawing a moustache on the Mona Lisa! Colorization is worse than gang graffiti," said Hollywood historian, Ian Drake. Many viewers of colorized films said that the colors just looked fake. Kids even pointed and laughed at some of them.

In spite of criticism that great art was being ruined, Disney, Turner, and several others continued putting their digital crayons to the classics. Along the way, Turner noticed something. Movies originally shot in color, no matter how popular they were with the masses, were not taken seriously by the art community. Fledgling filmmakers such as Spike Lee and Kevin Smith were instantly considered great artists by shooting their first films in monochrome. They did it because black and white film is cheap, not for effect, but it worked. Turner wondered if modern Icons of Pop Culture would be taken more seriously by critics if color were removed. He was especially taken with how Kevin Smith's black-and-white debut, Clerks was praised as a work of art, but his color follow-up, Mallrats was derided as Porky's style teen garbage. Turner, who many insiders view as quite the dullard, is convinced that anything in black and white is art, and anything in color, no matter how well done, is only pop culture. We spoke to him about his new production house, Film Noir Et Blanc. 

"We are going to bring the greats of popular culture to the highbrows who don't properly appreciate them by speaking their language. Star Wars, for example, was one of the greatest movies ever made. It should have swept the Academy Awards. E.T. was a masterpiece! Why didn't the academy get it? And Ishtar! Has there ever been a funnier comedy? Those old Bob Hope and Bing Crosby Road To turkeys cannot hold a candle to it. I am currently negotiating with Lucasfilm to Monochromize the entire set of Star Wars and Indiana Jones movies. Imagine the scene where Luke and Han get their medals in the artistic beauty of black and white.[image: image3.jpg]



 It won't seem corny anymore once that darn flashy color is gone! George Lucas' Star Wars will finally be hailed as one of the all time greats, right up there with Orson Wells' Citizen Kane, and Edward D. Wood Junior's masterpiece, Plan 9 From Outer Space. I can't wait! 

Watch for monochromized films this fall on TNT, TMC, and TBS. Turner thinks they will be a hit, but Hollywood historian, Ian Drake says, "I think Ted Turner is smoking crack!"

CHUCK E. CHEESE HOOKS KIDS ON GAMBLING

According to critics who have a lot of influence over the State Legislatures in Mississippi and California, games like Skeeball and Pop-A-Shot, [image: image4.png]


 in which players win tickets that can be redeemed for prizes, are gambling and should be regulated as such. This could put many video arcades, and Chuck E. Cheese's out of business.

In Mississippi, regulations already classify arcade machines and video games as gambling devices, but have not been strictly enforced. CEC Entertainment of Dallas, the parent company of Chuck E. Cheese's, and other companies tried to get the 2002 Mississippi Legislature to pass a law that would make arcade games legal as long as the coupons dispensed were redeemed for items with a wholesale value of forty dollars or less. Lawmakers refused to consider the bill, in spite of the many businesses that supported it. 

We spoke to Edith Gunch, a senior citizen, and aide to a prominent State Senator. She told us, "Gambling is a plague upon society. It preys upon the poor and desperate. It takes food from the mouths of babies. Gambling addicts will steal and hock any valuables they can get their hands on to finance their gambling. Almost nobody wins more than they lose. It's a form of robbery. If you do actually win, that too is a form of robbery, after all, you didn't earn that money, did you? These so-called kids games like skeeball do nothing but teach young people to gamble. They are as addictive as drugs."

We also spoke to Jim Smith, a resident of  Tupelo. He said, "Oh my God! these games are just good clean fun. Just because you go to Chuck E Cheese as a kid doesn't mean you will blow your paycheck at the riverboat as an adult. Kids are having fun, and some old killjoy sticks in the mud can't stand that. I think there is a vast conspiracy by old people to make sure 'young whipper-snappers' are not allowed to have any fun. Why can't those old fossils just go and die? Make room for the children! Edith Gunch probably thinks we should all be in church seven days a week."

In California, the Department of Justice, Division of Gambling control is looking into arcade games as well. A complaint from a company in Huntington Beach claims they have all the elements of gambling. You wager money by putting in a token, and playing a game's whose outcome is determined mostly by chance. You are awarded with tickets you cash in for prizes. To keep Skeeball and similar games legal for kids, their advocates will have to prove that they are games of skill, not just chance.

In Los Angeles, we spoke to a man living under a bridge in a cardboard box. He declined to give his name. He told us he got there by gambling. "I was a happy child from a good neighborhood and a good family. It all turned sour when they took me to Chuck E. Cheese's for my tenth birthday. I got hooked on playing all those games. I stole from my parents, bullied kids for their milk money, and hocked my baseball cards, all to finance my skeeball habit. Once I was 21, it was off to the casinos on Indian reservations. [image: image5.jpg]s
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I wasted it all, and now I am here. See that mangy dog with that half-eaten McDonald's Burger? [image: image6.jpg]


I'll bet you a dollar I can get it from him!" He did not wait for us to take or leave his wager, but ran toward the dog, which ran from him. My photographer and I never saw him again.

Lance Bruce of  Reseda, a Chuck E. Cheese manager told us, "Oh puh-lease! That was so fake! The homeless man you interviewed was an actor, and that whole thing was staged. Those anti-gambling people will stop at nothing, and those unemployed actors will do anything for a buck. Why they think my little wonderland constitutes a casino is beyond my comprehension."

Will California and Mississippi ban Skeeball as gambling? Is this a trend that will spread? It remains to be seen.

NBC TO PRODUCE AWARDS SHOW AWARDS
NBC will be presenting a new awards show this November to honor great moments in other awards shows. It will be called The First Annual Awards Show Awards. Winners will be given a lead crystal statuette modeled after frequent Oscars host Billy Crystal.

"There have been some great moments each year in awards shows that deserve recognition, and it would be a shame to let them continue to go unnoticed," said NBC spokesman Martin Thompson. "The Oscars, The Emmys, The Tonys, The Grammys, The Golden Globes, The People's Choice Awards, The Clios, The MTV Video Music Awards, The Teen Choice Awards, the list goes on and on. Some of us just can't get enough of this stuff. We will recognize Best Dressed Male and Female, Worst Dressed, Least Dressed, Longest Acceptance Speech, Best envelope opening, best use of the word 'Shtick' and many other fine categories."

We spoke to Producer Brandon Baines, who offered a different explanation of the event. "NBC is out of ideas, and celebrities just love to dress up in fancy clothes, flaunt their wealth, and kiss each other's asses. It will be another example of Hollywood's self-absorption and self-worship. They also love parties where the booze and drugs flow freely. There will be plenty of those. Does anybody really want to see Conan O'Brien win the award for best use of the word, 'fart' in an awards show? I doubt it. I would hope that even people who watch reality shows and Jerry Springer aren't that stupid. The vast wasteland is more vast than ever with the major broadcasters trying to compete with cable, but they have the same old idiots trying to develop new ideas. They are clueless."

When Thompson was made aware of Baines' comments, he had this to say. "Well I never! I can't believe he would say such things, that pissy little bitch. We were going to have him present the Billy for best musical/dance number in an awards show, but now he can just forget it!"

Whether it will be must-see TV, or a pollution of the airwaves, The Awards Show Awards will air after the conclusion of the World Series.
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